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"As there is something surprising in your bounty to a mortified stranger, so I am more than usually at a loss in what manner to express my sense of it; but at the same time that you stoop to do good you subject yourself to a necessity of bearing the impertinence of a thankful temper.
" Of all the examples in sacred story none moves my indignation like that of the ten lepers who were healed by our Saviour. I, like that one grateful wretch, am come back to pay the tribute of thankfulness which this so unexpected goodness commands from me.
"And though I think myself bound to own you as the principal agent of this Miracle, yet, having some encouragement from you to expect more particularly to know my benefactors, I cannot but wish for that discovery, that my acknowledgments may in some measure be proportioned to the quality of the persons, and the value of the favour.
"It remains for me to conclude my present application with this humble petition, that if possible I may by some means or other know what I am capable of doing, that my benefactors, whoever they are, may not be ashamed of their bounty as misapplied. Not that I expect to be able to merit so much goodness; but as a grateful temper is always uneasy to be loaded with benefits, so the virtue which I call gratitude has always so